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The ROCC Grow Track guides you to discover your redemptive
purpose and live the life God created for you. The Grow Track
is made up of three steps that equip you to connect to the
church, discover your purpose, and serve others.

step ONE – Connect
Explore the ministry of River Oaks Community Church and
find out how to connect with our church.

step TWO – Discover
Discover your personality and gifts and see how they
indicate your purpose in life and your best fit in ministry.

step THREE – Essentials
Learn the 5 essential things that God uses to grow your faith.
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ROCC
PURPOSE
HELPING PEOPLE TAKE THEIR NEXT STEPS WITH JESUS.

We accomplish our purpose by taking
people on a four-step journey:
1. ________________________________________
2. ________________________________________
3. ________________________________________
4. ________________________________________
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1. KNOW JESUS

We consider reaching people who do not know Jesus personally one of our
greatest responsibilities. Our Sunday services are for people at all stages in
their spiritual journey but are primarily geared toward those who
do not have a genuine relationship with God.
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SUNDAY SERVICES

Our Sunday services focus on four values:
1. __________________________________
We believe church should be enjoyable.
“I was glad when they said to me, ‘Let us go into the
house of the Lord.’”
Psalm 122:1 NKJV
“The kind of worshipers the Father seeks…worship in
the spirit and in truth.”
John 4:23-24
2. __________________________________
We believe church should be a place
where people experience God’s
presence.
“But...when some unbelievers or ordinary people
come in, they will be convinced of their sin by
what they hear. They will be judged by all they
hear, their secret thoughts will be brought into
the open, and they will bow down and worship
God, confessing, ‘Truly God is here among you!’”
1 Corinthians 14:24-25 GNT
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3. __________________________________
We believe church should be a place where people
learn how the Bible applies to their daily lives.
“So Christ himself gave the apostles, the
prophets, the evangelists, the pastors and
teachers, to equip his people for works of
service, so that the body of Christ may be built
up.”
Ephesians 4:11-12

4. __________________________________
We believe church should be a place where
people can accept Jesus as their Lord and
Savior.

“‘Everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will
be saved.’ But how can they call on him to save
them unless they believe in him? And how can
they believe in him if they have never heard about
him? And how can they hear about him unless
someone tells them?”
Romans 10:13-14 NLT
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HOW CAN I KNOW JESUS?
Sin breaks our close relationship with God. It causes us to
fear God and try to live our lives outside of His will.
“The wages of sin is death, BUT the gift of God is
eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord.”
Romans 6:23
“But God demonstrates his own love for us in this: While we
were still sinners, Christ died for us.”
Romans 5:8
“God is on one side and all people are on the other side,
and Christ Jesus is between them to bring them together,
by giving His life for all mankind.”
1 Timothy 2:5-6 TLB
God has already done His part to restore our
relationship to Him. He took the initiative. Now He
waits for each of us to individually accept what He
has done for us.
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1.

that God has not been first

place in our life, and ask Him to forgive your sins.
“If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just and will
forgive us our sins and purify us from all unrighteousness.”
1 John 1:9

2.

that Jesus died to pay for

your sins and that He rose from the dead and is alive today.
“If you openly declare that Jesus is Lord and believe in your
heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved. For
it is by believing in your heart that you are made right with God,
and it is by openly declaring your faith that you are saved.”
Romans 10:9-10 NLT
“Salvation is found in no one else, for there is no other name
[Jesus] under heaven given to mankind by which we must be
saved.”
Acts 4:12
“We believe that Jesus died and rose again, and so we
believe that God will bring with Jesus those who have
fallen asleep in him.”
1 Thessalonians 4:14
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3.

God’s free

gift of salvation. Don’t try to earn it.
“For it is by grace you are saved, through faith — and
this not from yourselves, it is the gift of God — not by
works, so that no one can boast.”
Ephesians 2:8-9
Our relationship with God is not restored by anything we do,
but on the basis of what Jesus already did for us!
4.

Jesus Christ

to come into your life and be the Lord of your life.
“To all who received him, he gave the right to become
children of God. All they needed to do was to trust him
to save them. All those who believe this are reborn!—not
a physical rebirth resulting from human passion or
plan—but from the will of God.”
John 1:12-13 TLB

“Listen! I stand at the door and knock. If anyone
hears My voice and opens the door, I will come in...”
Revelation 3:20 HCSB
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You can take these steps by praying
a simple prayer of commitment to God:

“Dear Jesus, thank you for creating me and for loving me
even when I’ve ignored you and gone my own way. I
realize I need you in my life, and I’m sorry for my sins. I
ask you to forgive me. Thank you for dying on the cross
for me. As much as I know how, I want to follow You
from now on. Please come into my life and make me a new person inside.
I accept your free gift of salvation. Please help me to
grow now as a Christian.”

“Everyone who calls on the name
of the Lord will be saved.”
ROMANS 10:13
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BELIEVER’S BAPTISM
We practice baptism by immersion in water, which is the way
Jesus was baptized and the way the Bible describes.
“At that time Jesus came from Nazareth in Galilee and was
baptized by John in the Jordan. Just as Jesus was coming up out
of the water, he saw heaven being torn open and the Spirit
descending on him like a dove.”
Mark 1:9-10
“Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in
the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.”
Matthew 28:19
“Whoever acknowledges me before others, I will also
acknowledge before my Father in heaven. But whoever disowns
me before others, I will disown before my Father in heaven.”
Matthew 10:32-33

BY BEING BELIEVER’S BAPTIZED, YOU ARE:
1. Following the

set by Christ

2. Demonstrating your
3. Declaring your commitment

Believer’s baptism declares

what has happened

.
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COMMUNION (LORD’S SUPPER):
Communion is a symbolic act of obedience where we
remember the death of Jesus and anticipate His return. We
receive communion 5-6 times a year in our worship services
and in our small groups.

HOW TO SHARE CHRIST WITH OTHERS:
One of our primary purposes is to reach people far from God.
Every one of us can do our part by following these four
principles:
1.

Accept the personal

2. Build a personal

.
.

3. Share your personal
4. Give a personal

.
.
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We share Christ in our city, our nation and our world.
Jesus gave His Church a mandate to reach the world in three areas:
“You will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and
Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.”
Acts 1:8
1. “In Jerusalem” – __________________________________
“Real religion, the kind that passes muster before God the Father,
is this: Reach out to the homeless and loveless in their plight.”
James 1:27 Message
The primary way we reach our city is through our Sunday services and our
support of local outreach partners. Learn more at theROCC.com/missions.
2.” In Judea and Samaria” - _________________________________
“Whatever a person is like, I try to find common ground with him
so that he will let me tell him about Christ and let Christ save him.”
1 Corinthians 9:22 TLB
The primary way we reach our Nation is by starting new churches and
strengthening existing churches through partnerships with the North
American Mission Board, the Grow Network, and the Willow Creek
Association.
The North American Mission Board is a church-planting organization
that started ROCC. We continue to support NAMB today as it trains,
coaches and resources hundreds of new church plants across America
every year. Learn more at namb.net.

The Grow Network is a ministry of Church of the Highlands that trains,
coaches and resources existing churches around the world to help
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them reach their growth potential. Learn more at growleader.com.
We serve as a host site for the Willow Creek Association’s Global
Leadership Summit. Learn more at willowcreek.com.

3. To the ends of the earth” – _________________________________
“Jesus said to His followers, ‘Go everywhere in the world, and tell
the Good News to everyone.’”
Mark 16:15 NCV
The primary way we reach our world is through strategic missions. ROCC
strategically invests a portion of its resources in mission’s work all around
the world with a focus on unreached people groups, children and church
planting. Learn more at therocc.com/missions.
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How You Can Join Us:
1.

__________________________________
Pray for each of these areas that we might reach people with the Good
News of Jesus.
“Then he said to his disciples, ‘The harvest is plentiful but the
workers are few. Ask the Lord of the harvest, therefore, to send
out workers into his harvest field.’”
Matthew 9:37-38

2. __________________________________

Go to these areas to serve others and show them God’s love.
“Then I heard the voice of the Lord saying, ‘Whom shall I
send? And who will go for us?’ And I said, ‘Here am I.
Send me!’ He said, ‘Go and tell this people...’”
Isaiah 6:8-9
3. __________________________________

Give your time and resources to reach people for Christ.
“Do not store up for yourselves treasures on earth, where
moths and vermin destroy, and where thieves break in and
steal. But store up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where
moths and vermin do not destroy, and where thieves do not
break in and steal. For where your treasure is, there your
heart will be also.”
Matthew 6:19-21
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2. WALK IN FREEDOM
WE BELIEVE WE WALK IN FREEDOM IN __________ __________.

We believe real life change happens in the context of authentic relationships, which
is why we are a church made up of small groups. In the Bible, they worshiped in the
temple, but personal ministry happened “house to house.”
“You know that I have not hesitated to preach anything that would
be helpful to you but have taught you publicly and from house to house.”
Acts 20:20
“Confess your sins to each other and pray for each other so that you may be healed.”
James 5:16 NLT

SMALL GROUPS PROVIDE THREE THINGS:
1.

A place to _____________________________with others.
“Yes, whatever a person is like, I try to find common ground with
him so he will let me tell him about Christ and let Christ save him.”
1 Corinthians 9:22 TLB

2. A place to _____________________________each other.

“We know what real love is because Jesus gave up his life for us.
So we also ought to give up our lives for our brothers and sisters.”
1 John 3:16 NLT
3. A place to _____________________________together.

“As iron sharpens iron, so one person sharpens another.”
Proverbs 27:17
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HOW LIFEGROUPS WORK:
A LifeGroup is an intentional gathering of people who meet regularly.
Since God designed us for relationships, we believe it is through the
connections made in small groups that God will help us grow. People
form groups around what matters in their lives. This can look like
connecting with people who share similar interests or are at the same
stage in life as well as finding people who have experience in an area
in which you want to grow. LifeGroups are also where we pray for
each other and support each other. LifeGroups meet once a week in
locations all around our city, and with many groups to choose from,
we believe there is a group out there for you.
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Three things you should know about LifeGroups:
1. We have two semesters every year.
Life flows in seasons, and we want to make it easy for
you to be in the right small group for you in each
season. This is why we have new groups that start and
stop two times a year in what we refer to as
“semesters.” Our group semesters are winter/spring
(February-May) and fall (August-December).

2. You can join a group.
We would love for you to get connected in a small
group. To find the right group for you, simply visit
therocc.com/get-involved to search our online directory
of groups or visit the Welcome Center in the lobby.
Once you find a few groups that interest you, contact
the leaders to learn more and make plans to check it out
in person.

3. You can host a group.
We believe everyone has areas of strength and gifting
that can benefit others, and hosting a small group is a
great way to make meaningful connections. The first
step toward becoming a LifeGroup leader is to
participate in a group for a semester. Then, let your
leader or a pastor know that you are interested in leading
a group.
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3. DISCOVER PURPOSE
The ROCC Grow Track offers information and experiences designed to
help you discover and develop your redemptive purpose and live the full
life God wants for you. Our process is made up of three steps which guide
you to connect to the church, discover your purpose and serve others.
“Let us move beyond the elementary teachings
about Christ and be taken forward to maturity.”
Hebrews 6:1
“I have come that they may have life, and have it to the full.”
John 10:10

THE ROCC GROW TRACK
1. Step One_____________________________
This step is a basic introduction to the ministry of ROCC and offers
you the opportunity to become a part of our church by becoming a
member and joining a Life Group.
2. Step Two_____________________________
This step guides you through a discovery of your personality and
spiritual gifts, which point you to your purpose in life.
The big-picture goal of the Grow Track is to see every person living
God’s ultimate purpose for their life, which is to share His love and
make an eternal difference in the life of another person.
3. Step Three_____________________________
This step reveals the 5 essential ingredients God uses to grow
your faith.
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4. MAKE A DIFFERENCE

All of us were created by God to make a difference in the life
of another person. God has a place for you where
your unique abilities and passions can impact the
lives of others. We believe your life will never
make sense until you find, develop and fulfill that
purpose.
“For we are God’s handiwork, created in Christ
Jesus to do good works, which God prepared in
advance for us to do.”
Ephesians 2:10
“However, I consider my life worth nothing to
me, my aim is to finish the race and complete
the task the Lord Jesus has given me.”
Acts 20:24
“Now God gives us many kinds of special
abilities…There are different kinds of service to God
[ministry]…All of you together are the one body of
Christ, and each one of you is a separate and
necessary part of it.”
1 Corinthians 12:4-5, 27 LB
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RIVER OAKS COMMUNITY CHURCH
GOVERNMENT

Believers who invest their heart, time, family and finances in
the building of a local church deserve to have confidence in
church leadership. People are looking for leaders to conduct
themselves with integrity and respect when making decisions
that affect their lives.
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Our church government is made up of three groups
of Spiritual Leaders:
1. Led by ______________________________________
The Pastoral staff team is led by the Lead Pastor.
This team oversees the day-to-day ministry and
operations of the church. These staff pastors and
directors serve the congregation and are responsible
for the development of the spiritual life of the
church.

2. Protected by __________________________________
The Stewardship Team are members of the congregation appointed by
the elders to oversee the finances of the church. They also provide
counsel to the Lead Pastor and Elders regarding the major financial
commitments of the church.

3. Guided by _____________________________________
The Elders provide oversight and guidance to our pastors
and church body. They include the Lead Pastor as well as
elected members of the congregation.
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CHURCH
FINANCES
“A tithe of everything...belongs to the Lord; it is holy to the Lord.”
Leviticus 27:30
“On the first day of every week, each one of you should set
aside a sum of money in keeping with your income, saving it up,
so that when I come no collections will have to be made.”
1 Corinthians 16:2

Tithes
2. Offerings

1.

At River Oaks, we practice tithing for the support of Christ’s
Body, the church, as God commands. We recognize that giving
10% of our income is the Biblical standard for giving.
Many people love to give to God but need to have confidence in
the methods and purposes used by organizations to which they
give. Therefore, there are a great number of people willing to give
if they are able to see honesty, integrity and genuine spiritual
values reflected in the lifestyles of their church leaders.

The giving of tithes and offerings is worship to Jesus Christ and an
expression of the relationship between the individual giver and the
Lord. Funds are not “income only,” they are worship, and must not
be considered a business transaction, but an expression of
gratitude toward God.
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ROCC MEMBERSHIP AGREEMENT
I, _________________________, having received Christ as my Lord and Savior
and being in agreement with ROCC’s statement of beliefs, purpose, and steps,
I now feel led by the Holy Spirit to unite with River Oaks Community Church.
In doing so, I commit myself to God and to the other members to do the
following:

I will protect the unity of my church:
o By acting in love toward other members.
o By refusing to gossip about others.
o By following the leaders of the church.
… Have a sincere love for other believers, love one another earnestly
with all your heart. 1 Peter 1:22 (GN)
Do not let any unwholesome talk come out of your mouths, but only
what is helpful for building others up according to their needs.
Ephesians 4:29
Obey your leaders and submit to their authority. They keep watch over
you as men who must give an account. Obey them so that their work
will be a joy, not a burden, for that would be of no advantage to you.
Hebrews 13:17

I will share the responsibility of my church:
o By praying for the church.
o By inviting the unchurched to attend.
o By warmly welcoming those who visit.
To the church...we always thank God for all of you and continually
mention you in our prayers. 1 Thessalonians 1:1-2
Go out into the country…and urge anyone you find to come in, so that
the house will be full. Luke 14:23 (TLB)
So, warmly welcome each other into the church, just as Christ has
warmly welcomed you; then God will be glorified. Romans 15:7 (TLB)
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I will serve the ministry of my church:
o By discovering my gifts and talents.
o By being equipped to serve by my Pastors.
o By developing a servant’s heart.
Each of you should use whatever gift you have received to serve others,
as faithful stewards of God's grace in its various forms. 1 Peter 4:10
And He gave some as apostles, and some as prophets, and some as
evangelists, and some as pastors and teachers, for the equipping of the
saints for the work of service, to the building up of the body of
Christ. Ephesians 4:11-12
Do nothing from selfishness or empty conceit, but with humility of mind
regard one another as more important than yourselves; do not merely
look out for your own personal interests, but also for the interests of
others. Philippians 2:4-5

I will support the testimony of my church:
o By attending church services and Life Groups faithfully.
o By living a godly life.
o By giving regularly.
And let us not neglect our meeting together, as some people do, but
encourage one another, especially now that the day of His return is
drawing near. Hebrews 10:25 (NLT)
Whatever happens, conduct yourselves in a manner worthy of the
gospel of Christ … stand firm in one Spirit, striving together as one for
the faith of the gospel. Philippians 1:27
Give, and it will be given to you. They will pour into your lap a good
measure-- pressed down, shaken together, and running over. For by
your standard of measure it will be measured to you in return. Luke
6:38
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STATEMENT OF BELIEFS
About God:
God is the Creator and Ruler of the universe. He has eternally existed in three
Persons: the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit. These three are co-equal and
are one God. (Genesis 1:1, 26-27; 3:22; Psalm 90:2; Matthew 28:19; 1 Peter 1:2; 2
Corinthians 13:14)

About Jesus Christ:
Jesus Christ is the Son of God. He is co-equal with the Father. Jesus lived a
sinless human life and offered Himself as the perfect sacrifice for the sins of all
men by dying on a cross. He arose from the dead after three days to
demonstrate His power over sin and death. He ascended to Heaven’s glory
and will return again to earth to reign as King of Kings, and Lord of Lords.
(Matthew 1:22-23; Isaiah 9:6; John 1:1-5, 14:10-30; Hebrews 4:14-15; 1
Corinthians15:3-4; Romans 1:3-4; Acts 1:9-11; 1 Timothy 6:14-15; Titus 2:13)

About the Holy Spirit:
The Holy Spirit is equal with the Father and the Son as God. He is present in the
world to make men aware of their need for Jesus Christ. He also lives in every
Christian from the moment of salvation. He provides the Christian with power for
living, understanding of spiritual truth, and guidance in doing what is right. The
Christian seeks to live under His control daily. (2 Corinthians 3:17; John 16:7-13, 14:1617; Acts 1:8; 1 Corinthians 2:12, 3:16; Ephesians 1:13; Galatians 5:25; Ephesians 5:1)

About the Bible:
The Bible is God’s Word to all people. It was written by human authors, under
the supernatural guidance of the Holy Spirit. It is the supreme source of truth
for Christian beliefs and living. Because it is inspired by God, it is truth without
any mixture of error. (2 Timothy 1:13, 3:16; 2 Peter 1:20-21; Psalm 119:105,160;
12:6; Proverbs 30:5)
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About Eternity:
People are created to exist forever. We will either exist eternally separated
from God by sin, or in union with God through forgiveness and salvation. To be
eternally separated from God is Hell. To be eternally in union with Him is
eternal life. Heaven and Hell are actual places of eternal existence. (John 2:25,
3:16, 5:11-13; Romans 6:23; Revelation 20:15; 1 John 5:11-12; Matthew 25:31-46)

About Salvation:
Salvation is a gift from God to us. We can never make up for our sin by selfimprovement or good works. Only by trusting in Jesus Christ as God’s offer of
forgiveness can we be saved from sin’s penalty. Eternal life begins the
moment one receives Jesus Christ into their life by faith. (Romans 6:23;
Ephesians 2:8-9; John 14:6, 1:12; Titus 3:5; Galatians 3:26; Romans 5:1)

About Eternal Security:
Because God gives people eternal life through Jesus Christ, the believer is
secure in salvation for eternity. Salvation is maintained by the grace and
power of God, not by the self-effort of the Christian. It is the grace and
keeping power of God that gives this security. (John 10:29; 2 Timothy 1:12;
Hebrews 7:25, 10:10,14; 1 Peter 1:3-5)

About People:
People are made in the spiritual image of God to be like Him in character. We
are the supreme object of God’s creation. Although people have tremendous
potential for good, we are marred by an attitude of disobedience toward God
called “sin.” This attitude separates people from God. (Genesis 1:27; Psalm 8:36; Isaiah 53:6a, 59:1-2; Romans 3:23)

About Baptism and Communion:
Believer's baptism is an important step of obedience that shows others that
we have personally trusted Jesus for our salvation. Every person who believes
in Jesus should be baptized as a symbol of their new life in Him. We baptize
by immersion in water because Jesus was baptized that way and every
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baptism in the Bible was by immersion.
Communion (or the Lord's Supper) is a symbolic act of obedience whereby
members of the church, through partaking of the bread and the fruit of the
vine, memorialize the death of the Redeemer and anticipate His second
coming. (Matthew 3:13-17, 28:19-20; Mark 1:9-11, 14:22-26; Luke 3:21-22, 22:1920; John 3:23; Acts 2:41-42, 8:35-39, 16:30-33, 20:7; Romans 6:3-5; 1
Corinthians 10:16,21, 11:23-29; Colossians 2:12)

About Marriage:
Marriage is a union ordained by God between one man and one woman in
covenant commitment for a lifetime. It is God's unique gift to reveal the union
between Christ and His church and to provide for the man and the woman in
marriage the framework for intimate companionship, the channel of sexual
expression according to Biblical standards, and the means for procreation of
the human race. (Genesis 1:27-28; Genesis 2:18; Matthew 19:4-9; Mark 10:5-9;
Ephesians 5:31-33)

